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(5)If you catch yourself on a Canadian shoreline, you may be startled to hear the 

demented cackle of a raving lunatic.  (6)Don’t worry. (2)Before long, it will become clear 

that you have simply drifted too far into the territory of the loon, a beautiful bird famous 

for its athletic swimming, speedy flying, and astounding vocal skills.  (1)This unique 

animal, whose image can be seen on a Canadian coin, has inspired artists and poets 

because of these extraordinarily special gifts.  (3)Fortunately you do not need to be an 

artist to observe and appreciate its magnificent abilities and many talents. 

(1) Common loons are fantastic swimmers and divers.  (6)They are quick and agile.  (D) 

No other bird can match this animal’s speed when it cuts through the water like a knife.  

It submerges silently, swiftly moving through its aquatic habitat.  (3)Gracefully 

outclassing even some fish when it comes to underwater maneuvers, loons are natural 

born swimmers.  Thanks to its unique shape, with legs positioned far back on the body, 

the loon faces very little resistance when diving.  (2)Soon after birth, the hatchlings can 

be seen riding on a parent’s back.  These newborn birds, which cannot yet swim alone, 

can catch a first view of the world from this secure position.  This is a safe introduction to 

the water, although they will be encouraged to swim on their own at the earliest possible 

moment. (5)Since they are such fast swimmers and divers, loons are well equipped to 

hunt and escape predators.  The loon’s fantastic swimming ability is crucial to its 

survival. 





















































(1)Loons can fly to speeds of up to 120 kilometers per hour, although it’s not as easy as it 

looks.  This bird must go to great lengths to build the speed it needs to get into the air.  

(5)Since loons have terrible balance on land, they can barely walk, let alone run!  The 

answer lies in the loon’s natural habitat: the water.  A loon must take off from the water, 

swimming as fast as it can before it gets to an adequate speed to support a good take off.  

(2)While still in the water, they begin to flap their wings, which eventually turns into a 

bizarre combination of flying and sprinting across the lake like a seaplane.  (3)Finally the 

loon is airborne, traveling at astounding speeds.  Now only one problem remains.  

(6)Landing!  In order to come to a safe landing, the heavy bird must find a body of water 

to soften its fall.  Traveling at high speeds, it approaches its destination on the surface of 

the water and braces itself for impact.  (D)The bird splashes like a rock.  Although the 

process of take off and landing is not easy, once in the air, the loon is unstoppable. 

(D) A loon is a vocal chameleon, changing its voice according to almost any situation.  

Its echoing tone can signify distress, aggression, love, and even loneliness.  (2)When in 

danger, it projects a startling, high-pitched squeal to warn others of a potentially life-

threatening situation.  (3)Instinctively it unleashes a startling wail to attract a mate.  A 

series of short hoots, which are unique to the bird making them, alert unauthorized 

visitors that they have violated a loon’s territory.  (1)The loon was given its name when 

people came to the conclusion that its wails sounded like the insane laughter of a lunatic.  

(6)It is funny to hear!  (5)Because of the loon’s varied vocal talents, it can communicate 

effectively under any circumstances.  

(3)Obviously the loon, which possesses many fabulous qualities, has mastered its habitat 

with its talents.  (6)Three stand out. (1)Its gift for agile swimming exceeds that of all 











others, and as it zooms expertly through the air, it showcases its superb flying ability. 

(2)Above all, the loon is a true master of vocal communication, adapting his call to suit 

practically any need. (D)(5)Although people love making fun of the loon’s lunatic 

laughter, they may actually admire its versatile voice, because it reflects the kinds of 

emotions they feel as humans every day.  With its amazing calls and other unique talents, 

the loon is clearly an animal that has mastered its world. 

 






